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When a man follows the principles of biblical manhood, those around him benefit from his

leadership and care. Kingdom Man challenges and equips men to fully understand their position

under God as well as their position over what God has given them. The biblical definition of a man is

one who has learned to operate under the authority of Jesus Christ while carrying out responsible

and legitimate leadership within the sphere of influence that God has placed him. Kingdom Man

provides concepts men can follow that will help them to actively pursue ways to maximize and

develop the character qualities of biblical manhood in their lives.
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Just finished reading Kingdom Man (kindle version) by Tony Evans. It was a book that I pulled a few

ideas from for my sermon this past weekend at Revolution Church on "Marriage & Men."One of the

driving forces of Revolution Church from day one has been to challenge men to step up to the plate

and be the men God has called and created them to be. Dr. Evans gets it right, you can trace many

of the problems and issues in our culture back to the home and absence of men.Here are a few

stats:-70% of all prisoners come from fatherless homes.-80% of all rapists with anger problems

come from fatherless homes.-71% of all high school dropouts come from fatherless homes.-63% of

all teen suicides occur in homes where the father was either abusive or absent.-Virtually every adult

social pathology has been linked to either fatherless homes or homes with a father and/or husband

who was absent, abusive, or neglectful.In this book, Dr. Evans looks at this problem, but unlike

many authors he doesn't stay at the problem He quickly moves to the solution, and that's what the



book is about. He traces the biblical story, how men are created to lead, have dominion under God's

authority. The reality that we see in Genesis 3 and then in Romans 5 is that men are primarily

responsible for what happens on their watch. They are given primary responsibility for their families,

to lead them well. As Dr. Evans says, "As a man, you are ultimately responsible for those within

your domain." The concept of domain or dominion is important and easy to misunderstand. The

biblical concept of dominion, or rule, is neither a dictatorship nor a posture of domination, but rather

it entails exercising legitimate authority under the lordship of Jesus Christ.

We Do Need Kingdom MenWe need a focus on charging men to take their Biblical responsibility as

such seriously. Tony Evans takes this seriously and for that I'm glad. He begins by setting the stage,

The impact of lowered standards leaves its scars no matter what race, income bracket, or

community a person is in. The outcomes may be different depending on the location, but they are

just as devastating. Promiscuity, emptiness, depression, chronic irresponsibility, family breakup,

misuse of finances, divorce, violence, chemical addiction. overeating, indulgence, bankruptcy, low

self-esteem, and general aimlessness plague our society as a direct result of the abuse or neglect

of biblical manhood. (p. 2)I've never read any of his other books but it seems we share the same

foundation of a complementarian understanding of men/women relationships. However, I fear in

Kingdom Man that masculinity is confused with athletic prowess. I love sports but many men don't

and for those men may find relating to Tony's message difficult because his favorite metaphor is

athletics. Even for a guy like me who loves sports, the analogies wore me out by the end of the

book. We have to do a better job communicating what true manhood is without falling back on

sports as our primary analogy. Often I would argue that professional athletics have contributed

heavily to the abuse that Tony is arguing against.Kingdom Man is broken up into three parts which

each build upon each other. In Part 1 ("The Formation of a Kingdom Man"), Tony begins by

establishing the basis for his kingdom theology. He argues for the need of kingdom men to focus

and glorify God (an emphasis throughout the book which I found refreshing see p. 6).
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